
The Economic Benefits of 
Regionalisation for the Far
North Region of South Australia

Using a  target  set  by  the Local  Government  Assoc iat ion of  

South Austra l ia ,  that  30% of  the State  Government  publ ic  

serv ice  be based outs ide Greater  Adela ide ,  i t  i s  assumed that

reg ional  South Austra l ia ’ s  share  of  State  Government  jobs  

would increase f rom 1 ,399 jobs  to  4 ,479 jobs ,  a  d i rect  increase

of  over  3 ,000 jobs .

The Far  North Region ’s  current  share  of  reg ional  South 

Austra l ia ’ s  State  Government  jobs  would increase s l ight ly ,  f rom

13% to  15% of  the tota l  (of  reg ional  South Austra l ia ) ,  resul t ing  

in  an in i t ia l  upl i f t  of  492 State  Government  jobs  in  the Far  

North Region over  and above the ex ist ing  180 jobs .

I t  i s  assumed that  reg ional  South Austra l ia ’ s  share  of  Federa l  

Government  jobs  in  South Austra l ia  would increase f rom 9% to  

12% of  the tota l ,  or  f rom 545 jobs  to  951 jobs .  The the Far  

North ’s  current  share  of  reg ional  SA ’s  Federa l  Government  jobs

would increase f rom 27% to  30% of  the tota l ,  resul t ing  in  an 

in i t ia l  upl i f t  of  137 Federa l  Government  jobs  in  the Far  North 

over  and above the 148 jobs  current ly  located in  the reg ion.

As wel l  as  address ing populat ion imbalance and 
prov id ing employment  opportuni t ies ,  pol ic ies  

a imed at  reg ional isat ion may br ing  government  
serv ices  c loser  to  the people  they  serve ,  better  

a l ign government  agenc ies  to  reg ional  areas  
and resources ,  tap into  the sk i l l s  and 

exper ience of  people  l iv ing  in  the reg ions  and 
reduce government  operat ing  costs .

Regional isat ion can be used as  a  key  
pol icy  tool  to  ass is t  wi th  the growth 
and development  of  reg ional  South 
Austra l ia  through enhanced serv ice  
del ivery  and populat ion growth,  as  

essent ia l  ingredients  of  reg ional  
economic  development .

Complement ing government
investments  in  reg ional isat ion,  

corporate  reg ional isat ion of fers  
opportuni t ies  for  bus iness  

investment  in  reg ional  South 
Austra l ia ,  generat ing  loca l  

expendi ture  and the creat ion and
retent ion of  new bus inesses  and 

new jobs .

Data  publ ished by  the Centre  for  Populat ion and the Regional  Austra l ia  Inst i tute  shows Austra l ia  i s  exper ienc ing an

unprecedented net  sh i f t  in  migrat ion f rom the c i t ies  to  the reg ions.  This  presents  a  s trong rat ionale  for  the Far  North Region

to p lace  greater  emphasis  on at tract ing  government  departments ,  bus iness  investment  and people  to  the reg ion as  part  of  a

broader  economic  development  s trategy .

To progress  the case for  more government  investment  in  the reg ion,  RDA Far  North wi l l  co l laborate  wi th  i ts  partners  in

government  and industry  to  advocate  the case for  reg ional isat ion and to  embed a  shared reg ional isat ion pol icy  as  a  key  p lank

in  the Far  North Region 's  approach to  promot ing reg ional  prosper i ty .

M O V I N G  F O R W A R D

The combined upl i f t  in  State  and Federa l  Government  jobs  as  a  

resul t  of  reg ional isat ion under  th is  scenar io ,  would resul t  in  a  

d i rect  increase of  629 publ ic  sector  jobs  in  the Far  North Region 

( that  i s ,  an addi t ional  492 State  Government  jobs  and 137 Federa l

Government  jobs) .  

Economic  model l ing  shows that  reg ional isat ion,  under  the scenar io

put  forward,  i s  est imated to  increase the Far  North Region ’s  tota l  

economic  output  by  up to  $181.79 mi l l ion.  Industry  va lue-added 

wi l l  increase by  up to  $111.88 mi l l ion and tota l  employment  wi l l  

increase by  up to  867 new jobs  in  the reg ion.  

Regionalisation is about establishing or re-locating public and private sector jobs and functions from 
metropolitan capital cities to South Australia's regional and rural areas.

867 addi t ional  jobs  in  the reg ion.

$181.79 mi l l ion in  addi t ional  output .

$111.88 mi l l ion in  addi t ional  industry  va lue-added.

REGIONALISATION ASSUMPTIONS R E G I O N A L  E C O N O M I C  I M P A C T S
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